One Hospital's Initiatives to Encourage Safe Opioid Use.
Pain is the leading reason people seek health care. In an effort to aggressively manage pain in the hospitalized patient, we have seen an increase in the use of opioids. Unfortunately, there has been a similar increase in the number of opioid-related adverse events. As a result, The Joint Commission issued a Sentinel Event Alert in August 2012 with suggested evidenced-based actions to help avoid these adverse events. This article describes one hospital's initiatives to provide opioids safely.